(When writing to a Senator use this format)

The Honorable ___(full name)____
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510


Or

(To a Representative:) 
The Honorable ___(full name) ___
United States House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative/Senator ____(last name)___:

__(name of group—give a name to your groups such as the “Residents of 555 Albany”___ respectfully requests an immediate appointment with your office to discuss the urgent need for the expeditious resettlement of Iranian refugees in safe third countries in light of the ongoing human rights violations in Iran. 

Iranian human and civil rights activists are under constant threat of persecution for their political activities and views.  In the aftermath of the June 2009 presidential election, many Iranians who exercised their right to freedom of expression and opinion and freedom of peaceful assembly were threatened, arrested, detained or imprisoned, or tortured and thus forced to flee their homes.  The gross violation of human rights by the Iranian regime has been condemned by countless countries and by the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.  
As this crisis unfolds, those Iranian students, laborers, professionals, and activists who have left their lives in Iran behind and are living with no support remain stranded in countries such as Turkey, waiting to be resettled by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees Office.  Conditions in Turkey are deplorable for these refugees and their wait for resettlement can take anywhere from one to three years.  
As your constituents we urge you to further explore this issue and support efforts to help these refugees resettle in the United States as expeditiously as possible.  We remain at your disposal for any further information or consultation on this urgent matter.  
Thank you very much for your attention to our request for an appointment. 
Yours sincerely, 

